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e “
LES « INTERFACES GENEREUSES »

“This paper argues instead for generous interfaces that better match both the
ethos of collecting institutions, and the opportunities of the contemporary
web. Generous interfaces provide rich, navigable representations of large
digital collections; they invite exploration and support browsing, using
overviews to establish context and maintain orientation while revealing detail
at multiple scales. Generous interfaces use multiple, fragmentary
representations to reveal the complexity and diversity of cultural collections,
and to privilege the process of interpretation. While they draw on techniques
and models established in information retrieval and visualisation, generous
interfaces emphasise process, pleasure and thoughtful engagement rather
than the functional safisfaction of an information need.”

Mitchell Whitelaw, “Generous Interfaces for Digital Cultural Collections,” DHQ 9.1 (2015):
http://www.digitalhumanities.org/dhg/vol/92/1/000205/000205.html
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Credits:
The interactive features of this project were designed and

implemented in collaboration with Krystelle Denis. Our work was

supported by The Lasky-Barajas Dean'’s Innovation Fund for Digital 25
Arts and Humanities at Harvard University and made possible by

members of metalLAB and the Arnold Arboretum.
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00. About

In collections of scientific and cultural history that are too big to
see, data act as virtual handles for rare and delicate artifacts from 45
the past. At the Arnold Arboretum, a long-lived collection of trees,

vines and shrubs managed by Harvard University, landscapes from

around the world and across time are stitched together by data.
However, data are worthy of study themselves. Created in varied
social and technological eras, they register the organizational
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